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Abstract  

Previous scholarship on the transformation of intimacy among foreign domestic workers 

has focused mainly on the care/love drain on the children left behind in workers’ 

countries of origin. It has neglected the ways in which individual domestic workers 

struggle to gain love and care in destination countries. Among foreign domestic workers 

who extended their stays partly because of their bonds with boy-friends, partners, or 

even "husbands" working in Singapore, the care drain widely observed among the 

families of foreign domestic workers in their home countries can be coupled not only 

with monetary gain but also in some instances with a gain in love and care for the 

foreign domestic workers themselves. A decade of participant observation and 

qualitative interviews, conducted mainly with domestic workers, also indicated that 

intimacies are also shaped by Singaporean policies on foreign domestic workers and by 

the strong economic demand from their families back home. 


